
Pauline Epistles and the Letter to the Hebrews: The Cosmic 
Christ 
 
The theology of the Wisdom of God has contributed to the cosmic view of the Risen Christ.  

The Hymns in the New Testament (Hebrews 1:2-3, Col 1:15-20, 1 Cor 8:6) repeat the same 

them, that  

“through Him, the image of God, all things came to existence. He sustains all for themselves 

because each one is good, unique and interdependent and will be freed, transformed (Rom 

8:21) and restored in and through Christ-Wisdom, the Icon of the Invisible God. The whole 

process of Creation of the universe is directed toward the Christ event, Christ the source (He 

is before all things) and the goal (in Him all things hold together). 1 

 

These texts speak of the pre-existence and the utter transcendence of the living God, 

panentheism (God is in the cosmos and the cosmos is in God, but God is not the cosmos), 

the permeating immanence, the divinity that penetrates the whole universe so that “every 

part of it exists in Him and He/She is also the creative power who dwells at the heart of the 

world sustaining every moment of its evolution,”2 transcendent God yet intimately in and 

around us, being the One in whom we (the cosmos)3 live and move and have our being.” 

(Acts 17:28). 

 

As Walter Kasper so eloquently writes, wherever “life breaks forth and comes into being; 

everywhere that new life, as it were, seethes and bubbles and even, in the form of hope, 

everywhere that life is violently devastated, throttled, gagged, and slain; wherever true life 

exists, there the Spirit of God is at work.” The God of Jesus Christ (New York: Crossroad, 

1984), 202.  
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