
Celebration for Sister Paul-Hélène 8 May 2020 

 Let us open our hearts to the other… 

 

1. Opening hymn, to be chosen freely according to the country where we live. 

 

2. Meditation on the Word of God (to be chosen by the community, the 

group) 

o Genesis 1/1-2 

o Isaiah 64/8 

o Psalms 8/4; 19/1; 24/1; 96/11-12; 95/4-5 

o 1 Corinthians12/25 

o 2 Corinthians 13/14 

o John 1/3  

 

3. Meditation on the icon of Paul-Hélène 

 

Here you are, our Little Sister Paul-Hélène, standing on your knees, and your knees are impregnating 

this earth of clay, a fresh earth, nourishing earth, made of salt and water, it has welcomed your steps, it 

has echoed your voice.  

A clay soil on which so many pilgrims have walked, pilgrims of our world, whether they are Muslims 

or Christians, a clay soil which gave you life, on which your blood was shed and where your body 

now rests. 

This land has opened your heart so that, today, we might open ours.  Like you did, we should open our 

heart to this other person, our neighbour, to these other persons, our hosts; we should take a fresh look 



at the world, let ourselves see the world like the ones who see it differently and who live with other 

values - multiple and diverse cultures that rejoice our hearts, our steps and our lives. A path of wind 

and light that can only be walked on our knees, in the humble consent of daily life, in gestures that are 

blown by the wind, and leave a mark only on the ones who already had faith in you. 

To welcome the other, alone and in community, is like the encounter of peoples, already united in the 

heart of God. Out of this mystery, these peoples welcome us who are strangers and pilgrims.  

This Unity in Love is nothing but the encounter of our diversities – diversities of cultures and of so 

many faces creating this unique harmony that only the loving hearts can recognize and take part in, in 

turns.  

Differences, bio-diversity, can only be found in unity, in order to maintain among themselves the 

network connections, which are matters of life and death. Diversity and unity find their source and 

their purpose in the exchange of relationships and cultures. 

Paul-Hélène, the earth where you kneeled down has the blue-toned reflections of the sky, the face of 

Christ who is reflected in your eyes; and now your eyes can see - face to face - this mystery of 

Encounter between Christ and the chose ones. Your face of Light is already shining for us and all the 

peoples receive the radiance coming from it: an encounter of all cultures in Him.  

You were the one He chose, so that you would be our witness and lead us to the unconditional 

welcome of any culture, out of Love and only out of Love, Amen!  

 

4. Thoughts that link our lives to hers 
 

“Let us take care of our heart, because it is from there that come the good 

and the bad things, what builds and destroys”. 

(Pope Francis) 
 

“Only the ones who dialogue can build bridges and links”.  

(Pope Francis) 
 

“Cultivate peace, defend creation.”  

(Pope Benedictus XVI) 
 

“The respect for life is the basis of any other right, including freedom”.  

(Pope John Paul II) 
 

(Allow a time for sharing or for intercessions if it is convenient) 

 

 5. Symbolic gesture of the soil 
 

Each participant takes some soil from a bucket, kneads it in his/her hands for a few minutes, and then 

places it on a large offertory tray, in silence.  

 

Each bit of soil mingles with the others’ and this unique earth symbolizes Unity by diversity.  

 

 6. Father Pernet’s prayer for Unity 
 

  


